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may extend, or inform us, whether it may not expose our
commerce to be destroyed by the Spaniards, and the liber-
ties of all the nations round us to be infringed by the
French; whether it may not terminate in the loss of our
independence, and the destruction of our religion.

Such are the effects which may be expected from an
attempt to make the inquiry proposed ; effects, to which
no proportionate advantages can be expected from it,
since it has been already shown, that it can never be com-
pleted; and to which, though the indefatigable industry
of curiosity or malice should at length break through all
obstacles, and lay all the transactions of twenty years
open to the world, no discoveries would be equivalent.

That any real discoveries of misconduct would be made,
that the interest of our country would be found ever to
have been lazily neglected, or treacherously betrayed, that
any of our rights have been either yielded by cowardice,
or sold by avarice, or that our enemies have gained any
advantage over us by the connivance or ignorance of our
ministers, I am indeed very far from believing; but as I
am now endeavouring to convince those of the impro-
priety of this motion, who have long declared themselves
of a different opinion, it may not be improper to ask, what
advantage they propose by detecting errours of twenty
years, which are now irretrievable; of inquiring into frau-
dulent practices, of which the authors and the agents are
now probably in their graves; and exposing measures, of
which all the inconveniencies have been already felt, and
which have now ceased to affect us.

If it be wise to neglect our present interest for the sake
of inquiring into past miscarriages, and the inquiry now
proposed be in itself possible, I have no objections to
the present motion; but as I think the confused state of
Europe demands our utmost attention, and the prosecu-
tion of the war against Spain is in itself of far more im-
portance than the examination of all past transactions, I
cannot but think, that the duty which I owe to my coun-
try requires that I should declare myself unwilling to con-
cur in any proposal, that may unnecessarily divert our
thoughts or distract our councils.